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MESSAGE 
 
Occasion    : Lighthouse BBC Sunday Coming Together 
Theme    : Standing fast, Serving God as Free in 2023 
Focus    : Standing fast in the faith and being strong. 

“Watch ye, stand fast in the faith, quit you like men, be strong” (1 Cor 16:13). 
Venue    : Lighthouse BBC Tatalon / Zoom 
Date    : March 12, 2023 
 
TITLE    : THE GRACE OF GOD IN THE EKKLESIA 
Text/s    :   
 
1 Peter 4:10-11 
10 As every man hath received the gift, even so minister the same one to another, as good stewards of the 
manifold grace of God. 
11 If any man speak, let him speak as the oracles of God; if any man minister, let him do it as of the ability 
which God giveth: that God in all things may be glorified through Jesus Christ, to whom be praise and 
dominion for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
2 Corinthians 9:8  And God is able to make all grace abound toward you; that ye, always having all 
sufficiency in all things, may abound to every good work: 
 
 
Bible Reading  :   
 
Matt 25:14-30 
14 For the kingdom of heaven is as a man travelling into a far country, who called his own servants, and 
delivered unto them his goods. 
15 And unto one he gave five talents, to another two, and to another one; to every man according to his 
several ability; and straightway took his journey. 
16 Then he that had received the five talents went and traded with the same, and made them other five 
talents. 
17 And likewise he that had received two, he also gained other two. 
18 But he that had received one went and digged in the earth, and hid his lord's money. 
19 After a long time the lord of those servants cometh, and reckoneth with them. 
20 And so he that had received five talents came and brought other five talents, saying, Lord, thou 
deliveredst unto me five talents: behold, I have gained beside them five talents more. 
21 His lord said unto him, Well done, thou good and faithful servant: thou hast been faithful over a few 
things, I will make thee ruler over many things: enter thou into the joy of thy lord. 
22 He also that had received two talents came and said, Lord, thou deliveredst unto me two talents: behold, 
I have gained two other talents beside them. 
23 His lord said unto him, Well done, good and faithful servant; thou hast been faithful over a few things, I 
will make thee ruler over many things: enter thou into the joy of thy lord. 
24 Then he which had received the one talent came and said, Lord, I knew thee that thou art an hard man, 
reaping where thou hast not sown, and gathering where thou hast not strawed: 
25 And I was afraid, and went and hid thy talent in the earth: lo, there thou hast that is thine. 
26 His lord answered and said unto him, Thou wicked and slothful servant, thou knewest that I reap where I 
sowed not, and gather where I have not strawed: 
27 Thou oughtest therefore to have put my money to the exchangers, and then at my coming I should have 
received mine own with usury. 
28 Take therefore the talent from him, and give it unto him which hath ten talents. 
29 For unto every one that hath shall be given, and he shall have abundance: but from him that hath not 
shall be taken away even that which he hath. 
30 And cast ye the unprofitable servant into outer darkness: there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 
KJV 
 
 
Song/s    :  
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- The Wonder of It All 
- Wonderful Grace of Jesus 
- His Grace is Sufficient for me 
 
 
Other references  :  
 
 
 
INTRODUCTION 
 
The Grace of God in the Ekklesia 
 
John 1:14-17 
14 And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only 
begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth. 
15 John bare witness of him, and cried, saying, This was he of whom I spake, He that cometh after me is 
preferred before me: for he was before me. 
16 And of his fulness have all we received, and grace for grace. 
17 For the law was given by Moses, but grace and truth came by Jesus Christ. 
KJV 
 
Eph 2:8-10 
8 For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: 
9 Not of works, lest any man should boast. 
10 For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before ordained 
that we should walk in them. 
KJV 
 
Eph 2:11-22 
11 Wherefore remember, that ye being in time past Gentiles in the flesh, who are called Uncircumcision by 
that which is called the Circumcision in the flesh made by hands; 
12 That at that time ye were without Christ, being aliens from the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers 
from the covenants of promise, having no hope, and without God in the world: 
13 But now in Christ Jesus ye who sometimes were far off are made nigh by the blood of Christ. 
14 For he is our peace, who hath made both one, and hath broken down the middle wall of partition 
between us; 
15 Having abolished in his flesh the enmity, even the law of commandments contained in ordinances; for to 
make in himself of twain one new man, so making peace; 
16 And that he might reconcile both unto God in one body by the cross, having slain the enmity thereby: 
17 And came and preached peace to you which were afar off, and to them that were nigh. 
18 For through him we both have access by one Spirit unto the Father. 
19 Now therefore ye are no more strangers and foreigners, but fellowcitizens with the saints, and of the 
household of God; 
20 And are built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the chief 
corner stone; 
21 In whom all the building fitly framed together groweth unto an holy temple in the Lord: 
22 In whom ye also are builded together for an habitation of God through the Spirit. 
KJV 
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BODY 
 
 
 
A) The bestowment of the Grace of God 

 
2 Corinthians 8:1   
1 Moreover, brethren, we do you to wit of the grace of God bestowed on the churches of Macedonia; 
 
1 Cor 12:4-7 
4 Now there are diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit. 
5 And there are differences of administrations, but the same Lord. 
6 And there are diversities of operations, but it is the same God which worketh all in all. 
7 But the manifestation of the Spirit is given to every man to profit withal. 
KJV 
 

NT:5321 <START GREEK>fane/rwsi$ <END GREEK> phanerosis (fan-er'-o-sis); from NT:5319; 
exhibition, i.e. (figuratively) expression, (by extension) a bestowment:  KJV - manifestation. 
 
Manifestion – the display or exhibition according to bestowment. 
 

 
Eph 4:7-10 
7 But unto every one of us is given grace according to the measure of the gift of Christ. 
8 Wherefore he saith, When he ascended up on high, he led captivity captive, and gave gifts unto men. 
9 (Now that he ascended, what is it but that he also descended first into the lower parts of the earth? 
10 He that descended is the same also that ascended up far above all heavens, that he might fill all 
things.) 
KJV 
 
1 Corinthians 15:10   
10 But by the grace of God I am what I am: and his grace which was bestowed upon me was not in vain; 
but I laboured more abundantly than they all: yet not I, but the grace of God which was with me. 
 
1 Corinthians 3:10-11 
10 According to the grace of God which is given unto me, as a wise masterbuilder, I have laid the 
foundation, and another buildeth thereon. But let every man take heed how he buildeth thereupon. 
11 For other foundation can no man lay than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ. 
 
John 1:17   
17 For the law was given by Moses, but grace and truth came by Jesus Christ. 
 
 

B) The operation of the Grace of God 
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1) Its use (employment) 
 
1 Peter 4:10-11 
10 As every man hath received the gift, even so minister the same one to another, as good stewards 
of the manifold grace of God. 
11 If any man speak, let him speak as the oracles of God; if any man minister, let him do it as of the 
ability which God giveth: that God in all things may be glorified through Jesus Christ, to whom be 
praise and dominion for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
Rom 12:6-8 
6 Having then gifts differing according to the grace that is given to us, whether prophecy, let us 
prophesy according to the proportion of faith; 
7 Or ministry, let us wait on our ministering: or he that teacheth, on teaching; 
8 Or he that exhorteth, on exhortation: he that giveth, let him do it with simplicity; he that ruleth, 
with diligence; he that sheweth mercy, with cheerfulness. 
KJV 
 
2 Corinthians 6:1, 4-10 
1 We then, as workers together with him, beseech you also that ye receive not the grace of God in 
vain. 
4 But in all things approving ourselves as the ministers of God, in much patience, in afflictions, in 
necessities, in distresses, 
5 In stripes, in imprisonments, in tumults, in labours, in watchings, in fastings; 
6 By pureness, by knowledge, by longsuffering, by kindness, by the Holy Ghost, by love unfeigned, 
 By the word of truth, by the power of God, by the armour of righteousness on the right hand and 
on the left, 
8 By honour and dishonour, by evil report and good report: as deceivers, and yet true; 
9 As unknown, and yet well known; as dying, and, behold, we live; as chastened, and not killed; 
10 As sorrowful, yet alway rejoicing; as poor, yet making many rich; as having nothing, and yet 
possessing all things. 
 
Matt 13:12 
12 For whosoever hath, to him shall be given, and he shall have more abundance: but whosoever 
hath not, from him shall be taken away even that he hath. 
KJV 
 
John 15:2 
2 Every branch in me that beareth not fruit he taketh away: and every branch that beareth fruit, he 
purgeth it, that it may bring forth more fruit. 
KJV 
 
Luke 13:6-9 
6 He spake also this parable; A certain man had a fig tree planted in his vineyard; and he came and 
sought fruit thereon, and found none. 
7 Then said he unto the dresser of his vineyard, Behold, these three years I come seeking fruit on 
this fig tree, and find none: cut it down; why cumbereth it the ground? 
8 And he answering said unto him, Lord, let it alone this year also, till I shall dig about it, and dung it: 
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9 And if it bear fruit, well: and if not, then after that thou shalt cut it down. 
KJV 
 
Luke 8:11-15 
11 Now the parable is this: The seed is the word of God. 
12 Those by the way side are they that hear; then cometh the devil, and taketh away the word out 
of their hearts, lest they should believe and be saved. 
13 They on the rock are they, which, when they hear, receive the word with joy; and these have no 
root, which for a while believe, and in time of temptation fall away. 
14 And that which fell among thorns are they, which, when they have heard, go forth, and are 
choked with cares and riches and pleasures of this life, and bring no fruit to perfection. 
15 But that on the good ground are they, which in an honest and good heart, having heard the 
word, keep it, and bring forth fruit with patience. 
KJV 
 
Matt 21:17-20 
17 And he left them, and went out of the city into Bethany; and he lodged there. 
18 Now in the morning as he returned into the city, he hungered. 
19 And when he saw a fig tree in the way, he came to it, and found nothing thereon, but leaves 
only, and said unto it, Let no fruit grow on thee henceforward for ever. And presently the fig tree 
withered away. 
20 And when the disciples saw it, they marvelled, saying, How soon is the fig tree withered away! 
KJV 
 
 

2) Its sufficiency 
 
2 Corinthians 12:9   
9 And he said unto me, My grace is sufficient for thee: for my strength is made perfect in weakness. 
Most gladly therefore will I rather glory in my infirmities, that the power of Christ may rest upon 
me. 
 
1 Cor 15:10 
10 But by the grace of God I am what I am: and his grace which was bestowed upon me was not in 
vain; but I laboured more abundantly than they all: yet not I, but the grace of God which was with 
me. 
KJV 
 
2 Corinthians 9:8  And God is able to make all grace abound toward you; that ye, always having all 
sufficiency in all things, may abound to every good work: 
 
2 Cor 3:5-6 
5 Not that we are sufficient of ourselves to think any thing as of ourselves; but our sufficiency is of 
God; 
6 Who also hath made us able ministers of the new testament; not of the letter, but of the spirit: for 
the letter killeth, but the spirit giveth life. 
KJV 
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Luke 21:12-19 
12 But before all these, they shall lay their hands on you, and persecute you, delivering you up to 
the synagogues, and into prisons, being brought before kings and rulers for my name's sake. 
13 And it shall turn to you for a testimony. 
14 Settle it therefore in your hearts, not to meditate before what ye shall answer: 
15 For I will give you a mouth and wisdom, which all your adversaries shall not be able to gainsay 
nor resist. 
16 And ye shall be betrayed both by parents, and brethren, and kinsfolks, and friends; and some of 
you shall they cause to be put to death. 
17 And ye shall be hated of all men for my name's sake. 
18 But there shall not an hair of your head perish. 
19 In your patience possess ye your souls. 
KJV 
 
Matt 10:16-23 
16 Behold, I send you forth as sheep in the midst of wolves: be ye therefore wise as serpents, and 
harmless as doves. 
17 But beware of men: for they will deliver you up to the councils, and they will scourge you in their 
synagogues; 
18 And ye shall be brought before governors and kings for my sake, for a testimony against them 
and the Gentiles. 
19 But when they deliver you up, take no thought how or what ye shall speak: for it shall be given 
you in that same hour what ye shall speak. 
20 For it is not ye that speak, but the Spirit of your Father which speaketh in you. 
21 And the brother shall deliver up the brother to death, and the father the child: and the children 
shall rise up against their parents, and cause them to be put to death. 
22 And ye shall be hated of all men for my name's sake: but he that endureth to the end shall be 
saved. 
23 But when they persecute you in this city, flee ye into another: for verily I say unto you, Ye shall 
not have gone over the cities of Israel, till the Son of man be come. 
KJV 
 
 

3) Its power 
 
2 Cor 12:9-10 
9 And he said unto me, My grace is sufficient for thee: for my strength is made perfect in weakness. 
Most gladly therefore will I rather glory in my infirmities, that the power of Christ may rest upon 
me. 
10 Therefore I take pleasure in infirmities, in reproaches, in necessities, in persecutions, in distresses 
for Christ's sake: for when I am weak, then am I strong. 
KJV 
 
2 Cor 11:21-30 
21 I speak as concerning reproach, as though we had been weak. Howbeit whereinsoever any is 
bold, (I speak foolishly,) I am bold also. 
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22 Are they Hebrews? so am I. Are they Israelites? so am I. Are they the seed of Abraham? so am I. 
23 Are they ministers of Christ? (I speak as a fool) I am more; in labours more abundant, in stripes 
above measure, in prisons more frequent, in deaths oft. 
24 Of the Jews five times received I forty stripes save one. 
25 Thrice was I beaten with rods, once was I stoned, thrice I suffered shipwreck, a night and a day I 
have been in the deep; 
26 In journeyings often, in perils of waters, in perils of robbers, in perils by mine own countrymen, in 
perils by the heathen, in perils in the city, in perils in the wilderness, in perils in the sea, in perils 
among false brethren; 
27 In weariness and painfulness, in watchings often, in hunger and thirst, in fastings often, in cold 
and nakedness. 
28 Beside those things that are without, that which cometh upon me daily, the care of all the 
churches. 
29 Who is weak, and I am not weak? who is offended, and I burn not? 
30 If I must needs glory, I will glory of the things which concern mine infirmities. 
KJV 
 
Acts 4:33-35 
33 And with great power gave the apostles witness of the resurrection of the Lord Jesus: and great 
grace was upon them all. 
34 Neither was there any among them that lacked: for as many as were possessors of lands or 
houses sold them, and brought the prices of the things that were sold, 
35 And laid them down at the apostles' feet: and distribution was made unto every man according 
as he had need. 
 
1 Thess 1:5 
5 For our gospel came not unto you in word only, but also in power, and in the Holy Ghost, and in 
much assurance; as ye know what manner of men we were among you for your sake. 
KJV 
 
Acts 1:8 
8 But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses 
unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the 
earth. 
KJV 
 
Eph 1:6 
6 To the praise of the glory of his grace, wherein he hath made us accepted in the beloved. 
KJV 
 
Eph 1:7-8 
7 In whom we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of 
his grace; 
8 Wherein he hath abounded toward us in all wisdom and prudence; 
KJV 
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C) The outflow of the Grace of God. 
 
How it is exhibited, displayed, manifested. 
 
Acts 20:32   
32 And now, brethren, I commend you to God, and to the word of his grace, which is able to build you 
up, and to give you an inheritance among all them which are sanctified. 
 
1 Cor 4:7 
7 For who maketh thee to differ from another? and what hast thou that thou didst not receive? now if 
thou didst receive it, why dost thou glory, as if thou hadst not received it? 
KJV 
 
If we received the grace of God by faith, the same grace is displayed by faith.  
 
Romans 5:2   
2 By whom also we have access by faith into this grace wherein we stand, and rejoice in hope of the 
glory of God. 
 
Heb 13:9 
9 Be not carried about with divers and strange doctrines. For it is a good thing that the heart be 
established with grace; not with meats, which have not profited them that have been occupied therein. 
KJV 
 
1 Corinthians 15:10   
10 But by the grace of God I am what I am: and his grace which was bestowed upon me was not in vain; 
but I laboured more abundantly than they all: yet not I, but the grace of God which was with me. 
 
Col 4:6 
6 Let your speech be alway with grace, seasoned with salt, that ye may know how ye ought to answer 
every man. 
KJV 
 
Eph 4:29 
29 Let no corrupt communication proceed out of your mouth, but that which is good to the use of 
edifying, that it may minister grace unto the hearers. 
KJV 
 
Matt 5:16 
16 Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father which 
is in heaven. 
KJV 
 
Rom 12:9-21 
9 Let love be without dissimulation. Abhor that which is evil; cleave to that which is good. 
10 Be kindly affectioned one to another with brotherly love; in honour preferring one another; 
11 Not slothful in business; fervent in spirit; serving the Lord; 



1 
 

12 Rejoicing in hope; patient in tribulation; continuing instant in prayer; 
13 Distributing to the necessity of saints; given to hospitality. 
14 Bless them which persecute you: bless, and curse not. 
15 Rejoice with them that do rejoice, and weep with them that weep. 
16 Be of the same mind one toward another. Mind not high things, but condescend to men of low 
estate. Be not wise in your own conceits. 
17 Recompense to no man evil for evil. Provide things honest in the sight of all men. 
18 If it be possible, as much as lieth in you, live peaceably with all men. 
19 Dearly beloved, avenge not yourselves, but rather give place unto wrath: for it is written, Vengeance 
is mine; I will repay, saith the Lord. 
20 Therefore if thine enemy hunger, feed him; if he thirst, give him drink: for in so doing thou shalt heap 
coals of fire on his head. 
21 Be not overcome of evil, but overcome evil with good. 
KJV 
 
 

D) The profitability of the Grace of God 
 
1 Corinthians 12:7   
7 But the manifestation of the Spirit is given to every man to profit withal. 
 
Eph 4:7-16 
7 But unto every one of us is given grace according to the measure of the gift of Christ. 
8 Wherefore he saith, When he ascended up on high, he led captivity captive, and gave gifts unto men. 
9 (Now that he ascended, what is it but that he also descended first into the lower parts of the earth? 
10 He that descended is the same also that ascended up far above all heavens, that he might fill all 
things.) 
11 And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and 
teachers; 
12 For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ: 
13 Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, 
unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ: 
14 That we henceforth be no more children, tossed to and fro, and carried about with every wind of 
doctrine, by the sleight of men, and cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to deceive; 
15 But speaking the truth in love, may grow up into him in all things, which is the head, even Christ: 
16 From whom the whole body fitly joined together and compacted by that which every joint supplieth, 
according to the effectual working in the measure of every part, maketh increase of the body unto the 
edifying of itself in love. 
KJV 
 
1 Cor 14:26 
26 How is it then, brethren? when ye come together, every one of you hath a psalm, hath a doctrine, 
hath a tongue, hath a revelation, hath an interpretation. Let all things be done unto edifying. 
KJV 
 
Hebrews 13:9   
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9 Be not carried about with divers and strange doctrines. For it is a good thing that the heart be 
established with grace; not with meats, which have not profited them that have been occupied therein. 

 
 
 
 
CONCLUSION 
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